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FHE CHURCH IN

THE UNITED STATES

Compiled from History by DEAN HODGES, of Cambridg;.

HRISTIANITY came to America
in two forms. the earlier form
being the Churgh of Rome and
the latier the Church of Eng-
Innd, For gonvenlence the two
may lLe designated us the Latin

and the HEngilsh.

Latin Christinnity wa= prompt to fol-
low in the wnke of Columhus, helng
preached In Mexleo and the far Seuth-
west In the earllest dayd by misslon-
arles from Bpain, and in Canada and
the Northweet by misslonaries [roin
France. Theas plioneers have never
surpasserd for courage, self-sacrifice
and tnthustastic devotion, and they
have never heen equalled in thelr un-
derstanding of thHe Indlan character
and In Lheir success in making Indian
converts, »

The hietory of BEutrfope (s closely
bound' to ihe colonization of Amerlca,
and as the nhtlonal ascendency in the
old eountry wavered from Spain to
Fingland so the aggressive colonization
and spread of the church In the new
world followed the fortunca of the ea-
tablislied churclien of these countries,
From the time of tha Armada, Eng-
Jand wae in the akeendency, both In
Europe and America, pnd Latinh Chris-
tlanity gave way In tlie coloniee to
the preaching of the Church of BEng-
Jand, a pointed out by Dean Hodges,
of Cambridge, in his book, from which
much of the data In this article 1s

obtained.-
For Three Cehiuries.

English Christlanity has exlsted in
America for threa centuries, the Eng-
ligh Church Ulelng from the firat al-
most as divided as it 1s to-day. On one
side were those who retained the rule
of ihe hbishops and the use of the
prayer-hook, and. on the other side,
thosa who for varlous reasons have
discontinuted these usages. The Eng-
1isli Church came first in the Eplscopal
form, and ‘settled with the first Eng-
1ish elyilization at Jamestown o 3607,
The non-Episcopal and non-liturglcal
form of Puritanical worship, equally,

English, followed thirteen years lager

and founded their civilization at Ply-
mouth.

The first prayers in English In Amer-
lea were In the words of the Episco-
pal prayer-book, preceding by twenty
or more yveara the colonlzatlon of the
Atlantic slopes. Twlce before the de-
feat of the Armada in 1588 English
‘siilpa anchored in American harbors
apd thelr chaplains read the sarvice
of theiChurch of England on  ihese
shores: On i the Pacific shore TFrancis
Fletcher, of Drake's ship, the Pellean,
-road English, service; A stone cross
in' Golden Gate Park commemorates
the spot. A little latér on the Atlah-
tic slde Thomas Harriot “made decla-
ration of the contents of the Blble"” tu
the Indlans on Roancke Island, and in
1687 the sacrament ' f baptism of the
English Church was ror the first time
administered on American soll, Manteo,
ihe frat Indian convert, ‘and Virginia
Ddare, the first child born of Englieh
pnrents in  América, belng recelved
into the church,

At the Roanoke Island settlament n
sione cross was erected on Monhegan
Islands, ~0ff the Maine ccast, by BSir

George Weymouth to show that Chrls-

tian men had lnnded there. On August
4, 1607, mn expedition landed on this
island, and ichard Beymour reud
morning prayers under the shadow of
the cross.  This e the first English
service on New England soll of which
there Is definite record, and this colony
was soon afterward abandoned.

But before this, on May 13th of 1697,
Robert Hunt held services 'at  the
.ig\mestnwn colony In  Virginla, and
Episcopal eervices have been held since
without interruption on Virginla sofl.

The Jamestown Colomy.

The Jamestown colony, under the
lendershlp of Newport and Smith and
the. chaplaiiiey of Hunt, landed on tha
1sland on Wednesday, On Thursday
they bewan tha erection of B fort, a
thred-cornered siructure with a can-
uon it each angle: They prepared for
Bunday by hanging up an old sall, fas-
tening 1t lo thres or four trees to
shelier the congregation from (he sun
did raln. Seats of logds apd an Impro-
viged puipit were eracted hetwesn two
irees, ‘The service of the day was that
tor the first Sunday after Ascenslon,
beginning, ' "The end of all things 15
at hand."” no doubt seaming a possible
prophecy to the lonely coloniats,

Smith'e diary tells in detall of the
erection of the Arst church, “a homely
thing 1lke a barne, et upon cratchats,
fur homes heing for the most part
farra. much worss workmanship.'s

Smith continues, “We held ' daily
Common Prayer, morning and evan-
ing; every Sunday twe ‘sermons, and
every three months the Holy Com-
munlon.’! The uffalra of that early
colony were rloEely interwoven with
their church, and therea Iin the umn-
hroken wilderness, surrounded by an
unmapped forest and numberless sav-
wEes and wild beasts, every day hegun
and ended with the rgading of tha
prayers of the Church of England. The
first celebration of Holy Communion
wak on the 218t day of June, the third
sunday after Trinity.

With various viclgaiiuder and under
difficulties from dissenslons within and
danger from savagee without, the col-
ony xrnduall% grew and spread Its
wings ' ovar astern Virginin, other
ministers coming out:

Was Nogable Year.

The year 1619 Was a notable ans In
tlia  colony, the number of English
colonists having reached about 1,000,
1n' that wvear was completed a new
cﬂurch, . wooden structure fifty feat
long and twenty feet wide. In that
voear mlao camo B Dutch ‘ship having

for pale & car'go of twenty negroes, the.

first negro klaves on  the Apgerican
Centinent, The year 1610 is atill more
notable, since In that year wera eleot-
ed and met the first House of Bur-
geasen, ita sesgions belng held In tho
Jamsetown Chureh,  This hody may
claim to be the first slective legisin-
tiva hody In the world, the Hnglish
House of Commions at that tlme not
being & truly elective body,

Lawe weore passéd ln the Jameatown
Chursh againat  |dleness, gambling.
drunkennees and ‘‘excess in apparel,”
Plans were made for the education of
ihe children “In the true religion' by
way of proparation for 'the callege
which wa# Intended for them.'

All ministeve wera instricted to
make Annuwl report of christenings,
purinls and marriages. They wers fa-
wiructad 1o readg dlvina anrviu‘a AC-
cordlng to the ritusl of tho Ghurch
of England, The {:enplu were | ins
structed to attend the Eervices under
penaity, &nd ell such as bore arme
Wors bring their '"places, swords,
powder ahd | shotte." . The ' Governor

nuestion of the open pulplt not havs
ing heen agltated nt that time,

The brick church st Jamestown,
whose tower remalins, was erected n
1620, and wag flfty-six feet long and
twenty-aight feet wide.

In 1622 a university was projected
“at Henrleopolls, at' the falls of the
Jamee,” but a sudden Indlan mAassu-
¢re pubt s stop 1o the undertaking.
The Archbishop of Canterhury con-
tributed 1,600 pounds to tne college.
The Bishop of London, under Whass
jurisdiction the church in America
was founded, gave anather thousand
pounds, and Mr. George Thorp cams
over to ha the firat rector of the uni-
versity. He had hardly arrived when
the savagas attacked the colony, and
he wad killed,

Oiher Colonles.

the vears went on other colonles
nfmr-‘.n;u{m settlod In  America, the
Puritans at Plymouth in 1620, and oth-
or colonles over New England, ‘Lhe
shurel in America lahored under the
dizadvantages of having no resident
bishop: From Jamestown to the
Declaration of Indepindence no bishop
of the church %was on American soil
and petition after petitlon was sent
for A complete organization pf the
church in America. With no bighop
there was no one to ordain new min-
\sters, mnd a minlater could only be
ordalned by taking the perilous, tedl-
ous and expensive journey {s London,
and, acceordingly. the number of cler-
gy was amall, Slmilarly no one coilld
he confirmed, and many de factpo mem-
hers of ihe colonial churches  ag for
Instance, General “‘aahtnxtnr\f pervaed
ak vestrymen witnoutl being confirmed
memhers of the church.

With the pverthrow of Charles L In
England, thére came s great cxodus
of chturehmen to Virginla, In Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut tha colonios
were puritanical and congregational.
In, Rhode Island the Baptists settied,
and in . Pennsylvania the Quakers. Ex-
cent In Virminia and Marviand, church-
men made up a samall part of the pop-
ulation, and the “0Old Dominlon' was
the ‘mafe refuze of many a Torv and
high churchman in the days of the
Protectorate.

The restoratlon of Charles 1T, turned
the tide the other wey, Nonconfofm-
1ats were hunted oput of England to
the colémiés, and churchmen were In
faver et home. s

Syatem of Commisnnriek:

Beginning In 1850 was: idatituted 1
system  of  comimisearies, ithe E(;Isltg:
of London appolnting as his répresen-

tative in the Colonies, to exercise sunh:

discipline. as was possible under tha
clreumstances, Mr. James Blair, Mr.
Blalr, & most unigue and Btirring fig-
ure of Colonlal days=, found on- his
coming saventy plages of worship in
tho Colonles under the administration
of the Bishop of London, half of them
provided with ordalned minlaters, nnd
the nthers with lay resaders. HRlair
founded: in 1603 the College of Wil-
Ham and Mary, 2t Willlamsburg, Hls
fuccessor, Rev. Thomas Bray, commis-
#ary ‘of  the Blshop' of London for
Maryland, went back to'England and
founded the Bocléty for the Propaga-
il?uor; of the Goapel In Foreign Parts in

The first missionaries of the 'S, T.
G, George Kelth and John Talbot,
made a general visitatlon of the Colo-
nies. They found fitty clergymen of
the Church of Englend in‘thig coun-
L1y, of whofn seventean” were in Mary-
land and’twenty-five in Virginia. Out-
£lde of Virginia and Maryland there
ware four chureh bulldings—&t, Phil-
ip’s, In Charleston, 3 C. (1682); King's
Chapel, in Boeton (1689);  Christ
Church, In Philgdelphla (16885), and
Trinlty Church, in New ¥York (1697).

The wgents of tho Boclety for the
Propagmion of the Gospel gave oan
immediate impulse to  the Colonial
Church, Wherever they went congre-
gations were assembled, old parishes
were ravived, and new pnes wers or-
ganized, and churches  bullt. Trinity
Church, Newport, In 1702; 8t. Paul's,
Kingston, In 1707: St. Michrel's, Bris-
1ol, in 1718, and Bt. John's, Providance,
In 1723, are marks of the work of
there' missionaries In Rhode Islmnd
alone,

In Boaton to King's Chapel was ad-
ded Christ Chureh, 1723, and Trinlty,
1735, Bt. Mary's appeared {n Burllng-
ton, N, J., in 1703, and was advocated
as 8 good cvenlral seat for a bishop of
#l1l America.

Remarkahle Events,

The most remarkable cvents of ihe
pre-Revolutionary’ perlod were the
winite of Dean Berkley, in 1728 and
minalons of John Wesley and George
Whitnleld in Savannah and threughout
the Bouth, X

The ship which carried Wesley back
to begin the great revivel ln England,
which proved the founding of the
Methodist Kpiscopal Church, passed In
mid-agean the ship which was bring-
ing Whitfield to Amerlea, to here he-
£in what was known ax the “Great
Awalkening” of tha church In  this
country,

'ne Americaln Reavolution dlvides tho
history of the chyrch into twop almost
equal parts With the Declaration
of Independence, the first erg came
sharply to &n end. Alany of the clergy
snd =ome of tho lalty wers English
bred and bone, and Torles to the last
Many of the clergy, went hack to
England, no church In Americs suf-
fering sp much through .the perlod
of war and tha construction of & new
government us the American branch of
the Churchi of England,

Among the prominent leadera in the
Hevolution, however, many were &ar-
dent churgchmen, among whoem may be
mentloned George Washingtony Thomas
Jafferson, John Marshaly’ hoth  the'
Loes, Patrick Henry, -Benjamin Frank-
1in, whe thougl herdly orthodox, Is
umually counted; Raebert Movris, John
Joy, Jamos Mpdison and many oth-
erf, ' 3

Ten Years of Choos.

The period pf the Hevolution was An
Interregnum, a ten years of chuoe eng
dlsorder in the chureh, from which
there sesmed to be no cautlook,

In 1783 & council of ‘the churches
In Virginie met in tha Btate Capitol
in, Richmond and organized. the Dlo-
cnme of Virginis, Bishep Grimth was
¢lected . to -preside, and bevamns the
de facto bishop of the dioceme.  Hince
thers was no hlslmf» in this country
to consecrata him, his Dowition of first
bighop of the dlocesa has always been
questionad, mithoiugh for five years lie
exergised eptscopal suthority’ {n Ma

dlocess, Heé was succended (n 1700 by
Histiop Madlson,

The first steps looking to A general
ciunvention wore iteken at a donfer-
enca In. New. York In October, 15874,
when eight Btales wers represented.
Thia conference had no authority to
Teglalate, but they approved e sched-
ule of “fundamental principles,” drawn
up by Presldent White, of tha Unlver-
klty of Penneylvania, and called a Gen-
eral Conyentlon to meect In Philadel-
phla September 27, 17845, On that data
in Chrlst Church the first General Con-
vention met. It was composed largely
of deputies from Virginial and Mary-
land, there belng sixtesn clergyman
present, apnd twenty-four laymen. No
representatives came from New Eng-
land, the church thegre standing aloof,
#nd Invitlng the Htates' to attend a
Keneral conventlon to meeét in Connec-
ticut for the purpose of organizing m
separate church, Dr. White was c¢hosen
1o preside. Al cofmmittea was appoint-
ed to report a constitutlon, a rovision
of thes Book of Common Prayer.and a
plan for obiainlng the congecration of
bishops, The committee began thelr
work on Tuesday. On Baturday they
reported a constitutlon and & praver
hook, and dn the followlng Tuesday
the conventlon adoptéd the constitu-
tion. On Wednesday they ordared tho
new prayer book to be printed. Mean-
while they had adopled & plan for tha
consecration of bishops, and nn Fri-
day they adjourned after a session of
ten days Few legislative bodles have
accomplishied so much in such a space
‘'of time. Pennsylvania elected White
as blshop, Maryland chors 8mith, Grif-
fith was elected by Virginia and Pro-
voost by New York. Bmlth declined
and Griffith would not undertake the
journey to England, so White and Pro-
voost ‘went, and on Sunday, February
4, 1787, wers consecrated at Lambgth
Falace by 1he Arvrchhishop of Canyer-
bury, Dr. "Whites taking rank a® the
first blshop of the ‘Amerléat churchs

rell Upon Evil Days.

The organization once perfected, the
church fell upon evll daya, - The revo-
{utfon whs “followed in 'all retigious
Lodies Hy a period of apathy, the re-
Wetion from the grest awakening have
ing .sat in. The TFrench Revolution
came and French infidelity wae In the
ascandency. Tom Palne and his sehool
of ntheist¥e philosophy ware followed,
aind the churches wera emptied and
fell Into decay. All denominations felt
the decline in splrituality in  ihe
church,  In the year 1786 the Metho-
alsta lost 4,000 memhers. The Geners
al Convention of 1800 had only seven
dloceses repreeented. The House of
Blshaos, two In number, met In a hall
hedreom of the rectory of Bt. Paul'a
Church, Baltimore, In 1811 at ths
Chiurch College of Willlam and Mary,
students held public debates us to
“whether Chriatianity had heg.n inju-
rious or beneficlal to mankind.

TWith the War of 1813 came the re-
vival, > The evangellcal movement fol-
lowling the War of 1812 wag falt in all
the churches, and nowhere is it more
marked than in Richmond, = wlhare
Monumental,  tha ‘First' Baptist, the
Broad Street Metliodlst and the Tirst
Praosbytetian churches ware wll  bullt
within a few years of each other in
the same neighborhood. ]

Tt was at this time that the Sunday-
achool came into use, the Inventlon of
Robert Rafkes, In Englend, who in-
stituted a system by which prasently
thers wers a genaration of men and
women who had been systematically
taught the Christian religlon.
land (he Church Misslonary Soclety
wal  glorted, appealing at first to a
church half-indifferent ‘and’ half-skep-
tical, and ﬂnnt.:lly anclreling the globe

enta.

wj\thy!a':raﬁ;ter a 1littla band of Htu-
dents at Williams College, Massachu-
setts, held a prayer meeting in the
shadow of a haystack, and devoted
themselves to forelgn mission work.
These men compslled the formation Ot.
the foremost misslon' organization ot
this country, tha American Board ot
Commissionsrs for Foreign Mlissions,
Andover Theclogical Beminary, was
establiahed in that year for the train-
ing of young ministers.

Tn 1819 the General Theologleal Sem-
{nary was opened in New York K with
two professors and slx students. dn
1833 the Virginla Theologlcal Seminary

was founded gt Alexandr|a, Blshop
Moore, of Virginla, belng ita foster-
father.

Development uf West,

The perlod up to and following the
War hetween thp States in largely ihe
history of the development of the greit
West, Diocese alter dlocesa wns wdd-
ed to the Ceneral Conventlon as the
tarritory hecame settled, and the bor-
ders of civilization pushed further and
further to the westward, &nd always
the church has malptalned an outpost
guard of pleked men who prepared
the way for the coming of a church
organization.

The conipst between iLhe States wad
one of perplexity to chubchmen, and
some were called upon to take an ao-
tive stand for one side or the other,
Bishop Mcllvyaine, of Ohio, wan one of
those appointed by sresident Lincoln
to go to England with Archhishop
Hughes, Heonry Ward Bescher and
Thurlow Waed to induce the English
goyernment not to recognize the Con-
federncy, Bishop Polk, of Loulsiana,
answered the oall of President Davis,
and became a general in the Conted-
erate Army. Mollvalng and Polk had
been cloge friends elnce Polk was a
cadet at West Point and Mcllvaine.
wag chaplain there. Tha larger num-
ber of couspléuous ohurchmen, In tho
war were on the Houthern side. Jef-
fevson Davis, President of the Confed-
aracy, WaS A churochmem. THobert i,
Lea was a vVestryman in the church;
and bhoth held paws in Bt. Paul's
Chureh throughout the war,

The Bopthern diocesss followea the
Bouthern Slatea Ip secesslon, and met
in convention In 1881 and ndopted &
conatitution mnd ecanons, But {n 186,
when the General Conventlon met In
New York, the roll-call began as nl-
wrys, with Alabama, tha church reg-
ognlzing no partition. The Southern
DMogesses returned as thelr Btates camas
beaeg inte the Union, having been ah-
gent from butl one General Convention.

Theological and social problams have
taken up much of the thought af the
church sinos the wan, while the aver-
extending  Wesat  hae' gllently grown
from one ngean ta the other, The
Institutionsl church came fn with tle
avcentuation of the general docirins of
the hrotherhopod of man, with' ever a
wider apd wider visw of a saries of
misslone extending around the world,
prophaetie of o world-wids cliurch and
& world-wide Christlanity,
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